
Engine Warranties 

 

All diesel engine companies warranty the product they make - engines. They warranty their 

engines for “materials and workmanship.” If there is a problem with an engine part or with 

engine operation due to an error in manufacturing or assembly within the prescribed warranty 

period, the problem will be covered by the engine company.  

Typically, an engine company will define what fuel the engine was designed for and will 

recommend the use of that fuel to their customers in their owner's manuals. 

Engine companies do not manufacture fuel or fuel components. Therefore, engine companies 

do not warranty fuel - whether that fuel is biodiesel or petrodiesel fuel. Since engine 

manufacturers warranty the materials and workmanship of their engines, they do not warranty 

fuel of any kind. If there are engine problems caused by a fuel (again, whether that fuel is 

petrodiesel fuel or biodiesel fuel) these problems are not related to the materials or 

workmanship of the engine, but are the responsibility of the fuel supplier and not the engine 

manufacturer. Any reputable fuel supplier (biodiesel, petrodiesel, or a blend of both) should 

stand behind its products and cover any fuel quality problems if they occur.  

Therefore, the most important aspect regarding engine warranties and biodiesel is whether an 

engine manufacturer will void its parts and workmanship warranty when biodiesel is used, and 

whether the fuel producer or marketer will stand behind its fuels should problems occur.  

Most major engine companies have stated formally that the use BIODIESEL will not void their 

parts and workmanship warranties. This includes blends below B100 biodiesel, such as the 

2O% biodiesel blends that are becoming more common. Several statements from the engine 

companies are available on their websites. Some engine companies have already specified that 

the biodiesel must meet ASTM -6751 as a condition. It is anticipated that the entire industry 

will incorporate the ASTM biodiesel standard into their owner's manuals over time.  

The National Biodiesel Board, the trade association for the biodiesel industry, has formed the 

National Biodiesel Accreditation Commission (NBAC) to audit fuel producers and marketers in 

order to improve the quality of biodiesel production and handling throughout 

marketing channels globally.  NBAC issues a 'Certified Biodiesel Marketer' seal of approval for 

biodiesel marketers that have met all requirements of fuel accreditation audits. This seal of 

approval will provide added assurance to customers, as well as engine manufacturers, that the 

biodiesel marketed by these companies meets the ASTM standards for biodiesel and that the 

fuel supplier will stand behind its products.  

With biodiesel that meets the 6751 specification, there have been over 45 million miles of 

successful, problem-free, real-world operation with B20 / B100 blends in a wide variety of 

engines, climates, and applications. The steps taken by the biodiesel industry to work with the 

engine companies and to ensure that fuel meets the newly accepted ASTM standards provides 

confidence to users and engine manufacturers that their biodiesel experiences will be positive 

and trouble-free. 

 


